A Blast Fromfrom the Past; Unlocking Hera’s Temple
Ashley Roberts

Reviewing: The Temple of Hera by Delaney Brown Issue No.71


As we eagerly await the release of The Kudzu Review’s 73rd issue, I find myself reflecting on the incredible works we've had the privilege to publish in previous editions. The Kudzu Review has long been a platform for undergraduate students to showcase their literary and visual art, offering a space where creativity flourishes. 

Among the many remarkable pieces that have graced its pages, **shout out some other great works) one from Issue 71 continues to resonate with me: “The Temple of Hera” by Delaney Brown. This work not only captivated me at the time of its publication but has lingered in my thoughts ever since, this haunting narrative takes us on a journey through the stages of a woman's life, exploring themes of love, lust, sensuality, and desire in a way that feels both intimate and universal. From the innocence of childhood to the complexities of adult relationships, Brown crafts a story that speaks to the heart of the female experience, weaving a powerful commentary on gender, power, and self-discovery.	Comment by Lauren M Perez (STUDENT): I don’t think you necessarily need to shout out other works if it’s something you are struggling with  

This story has emotional ly collective resonance as it explores the nuanced, complex evolution of a girl's understanding of love, lust, sensuality, and desire. The structure, divided into vignettes that trace the character's growth from childhood naivete to adult disillusionment, provides a clear thematic arc, with each section reflecting a key moment in the character’s emotional and psychological development.	Comment by Lauren M Perez (STUDENT): I deleted this sentence “This haunting narrative takes us on a journey through the stages of a woman's life, exploring themes of love, lust, sensuality, and desire in a way that feels both intimate and universal” because it was previously stating this same notion, but it is better to state it here since you are introducing the framework to your analysis that follows.

i. Love	Comment by Lauren M Perez (STUDENT): For this section, I deleted some description. I would focus more on what each section evoked in you as the reader instead of a summary of the piece.
A Child’s Understanding.
The story begins with a girl only six years old. This section focuses on the innocence and how our waking world controls our perceptions of reality.. Shaping how we navigate life. Here we see how a children forms understanding of the world around them. Here innocence is misled to accept a distorted understanding of love, as Thea young child witnesses her parents engage in a heated argument and is misled to accept a distorted understanding of love.. Raw and unfiltered, seen through the eyes of one who yet understands the complexity of love. 

ii. Lust 
Navigating a World Built for Boys. 
Fast forward, Thethe girl is now a pre-teen and the narrative takes a dark returnturn. As she grows closer to her womanly form, and recognizing her developing body, for the first time the girl is subjected to a common horror in girl world. In gym class she experiences a violation of her autonomy. She realizes , a boy gropes her and in the span of seconds she realizes two things we all eventually do. tThat “she will always be a girl in the world designed for boys,” and that the power dynamic at play is as ancient as the clay at the Temple of Hera. The sharp contrasting with of the fragility of her experience and the timeless strength of woman throughout history it’s a subtle but potent commentary on gender and power. 


iii. Sensuality
The Intoxicating Taste of Control.
The third vignette, dives into the girl’s budding awareness of her own power. Dressed as a swan with the eyes of a succubus, she understands that she commands desire. The real power lies in her. There's an almost preordained feeling to the encounter, as she feeds into the desire of the boy; it's been building for years from the day in gym class. The girl knows exactly what she's doing, and for the first time, she realizes how much control she has over the situation. This section plays with the idea of female empowerment, even in situations that may initially seem driven by male desire.

iv. Desire
Seeing Blurred Lines.
We now Finally, we meet the girl as a woman. She sits on a man's bed, knowing he desires her, but feeling detached from the act. This scene explores the blurred lines between giving and taking, lust and love. The woman understands the dynamics of desire, but in that understanding, she feels emotionally distant. She lets the man believe he's in control, though she's aware that she holds the key. 


The metaphor of the key is powerful here-this symbol of control, of holding the power to unlock something deeper. But But, in the end, it's not enough. aAfter the encounter, the woman is left feeling hollow, and the piece ends with an agonizing, telling moment: she calls her mother at 3 a.m. There's a haunting sadness in that final act… a longing for true comfort, for a connection that transcends physical desire.

The woman is aware that the man desires her, and while she plays into this dynamic, she remains emotionally removed. This suggests a deeper, more existential crisis about the nature of desire itself. She holds the "key" to the situation, symbolizing control over the interaction, yet despite this power, there’s no satisfaction or fulfillment in it. The key, a symbol often associated with unlocking something deeper or more meaningful, here represents her control over the physical realm of desire, but also her inability to access a more profound emotional connection.

The act of sitting on the man’s bed, knowing she has control, yet feeling emotionally detached, speaks to the profound difference between physical desire and emotional fulfillment. Even though she holds power in this interaction—letting the man believe he is in control when she is actually the one who understands the full dynamics of the situation—the this power feels empty. The power over desire is superficial, unable to address the deeper emotional needs that still go unmet. It’s a commentary on how empowerment, in the context of sexual dynamics, doesn’t necessarily translate to emotional satisfaction or true connection.	Comment by Lauren M Perez (STUDENT): Would “of” work better here but still match your intended meaning?

The story's resolution, where she calls her mother at three o’clock in the morning3 a.m., brings an aching sense of longing and vulnerability to the forefront. It implies that despite all the encounters with desire, power, and control, what she truly seeks is comfort, validation, and an emotional bond that transcends the physical. The late-night call to her mother symbolizes the return to a foundational, unconditional form of love—a yearning for the safety and care that her other relationships have not provided. There is a haunting sadness in this action, revealing that despite all the growth and experiences she’s undergone, she’s still searching for the kind of love and connection that eludes her in her romantic or sexual encounters. There’s a distinct sense of hollowness that remains. This emotional detachment is crucifying because it highlights the chasm between what society often frames as "empowerment" or "control" and the deeper, more intangible need for authentic emotional intimacy.

In short, “Tthe Temple of Hera” is a telling of the emotional complexity of becominge a woman. The temple of HeraIt is a compelling piece that challenges the way we think about love and desire. For anyone looking to reflect on their own journey through these aspects of life, this piece will leave a lasting impression. Whether you're a young teen or thirty-six, The Temple of Hera taps into emotions we've all felt, in ways both beautiful and heartbreaking. It is the emotional blueprint of becoming a woman and that reminds us that the path to understanding love and desire is often winding, thus . aAdding another layer of meaning to when we say,the phrase “I’m just a girl”. 



